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Thisisthefirst study in half a century to focus on the election of 1796. At first glance, the first presidential
contest looks unfamiliar—parties were frowned upon, there was no national vote, and the candidates did not
even participate (the political mores of the day forbade it). Yet for all that, Jeffrey L. Pasley contends, the
election of 1796 was "absolutely seminal," setting the stage for all of American politicsto follow.

Challenging much of the conventional understanding of this election, Pasley argues that Federalist and
Democratic-Republican were deeply meaningful categories for politicians and citizens of the 1790s, even if
the names could be inconsistent and the institutional presence lacking. He treats the 1796 election as arough
draft of the democratic presidential campaigns that came later rather than as the personal squabble depicted
by other historians. It set the geographic pattern of New England competing with the South at the two
extremes of American politics, and it established the basic ideological dynamic of aliberal, rights-spreading
American left arrayed against a conservative, society-protecting right, each with its own competing model of
leadership.

Rather than the inner thoughts and personal lives of the Founders, covered in so many other volumes, Pasley
focuses on images of Adams and Jefferson created by supporters-and detractors-through the press, capturing
the way that ordinary citizensin 1796 would have actually experienced candidates they never heard speak.
Newspaper editors, minor officials, now forgotten congressman, and individual elector candidates all take a
leading role in the story to show how poalitics of the day actually worked.

Pasley's cogent study rescues the election of 1796 from the shadow of 1800 and invites us to rethink how we
view that campaign and the origins of American politics.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Music:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for usto
find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading through a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will require this The First Presidential Contest: 1796 and the Founding of American Democracy
(American Presidential Elections).

Lisa Cook:

The actual book The First Presidential Contest: 1796 and the Founding of American Democracy (American
Presidential Elections) has alot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of gain.
The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Frank Ouellette:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The First Presidential Contest: 1796 and the Founding of American Democracy (American
Presidential Elections) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in aguide then
become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The The First
Presidential Contest: 1796 and the Founding of American Democracy (American Presidential Elections)
giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Annette Spafford:

This The First Presidential Contest: 1796 and the Founding of American Democracy (American Presidential
Elections) is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who
still having small amount of digest in reading this The First Presidential Contest: 1796 and the Founding of
American Democracy (American Presidential Elections) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes| mean in the e-book application form. People who think that
in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So thereisno in reading a



guide especially thisone. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss thisl!
Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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