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Archaeologist and social historian Ivor Noël Hume brings British history to life through his accessible story
about the everyday ceramic objects he and his late wife collected over a 40-year period. If These Pots Could
Talk presents "a panoramic view of pottery in Britain and her colonies from the landing of the Romans to the
bad intentions of the Germans in 1939." Beginning as a novice at London's Guildhall Museum in the
immediate postwar years, Noël Hume shares his passion for reconstructing lives from bits and pieces of
crockery. He describes in vivid detail the common household pottery he unearthed with a bright graduate of
Bristol University and the four decades of collecting (and marriage) that followed. Concentrating on
earthenwares, stonewares, and porcelains commonly found in archaeological excavations but uncommonly
encountered in decorative arts exhibits, his book runs the gamut from burial urns and chamber pots to wine
cups and witch bottles.

Cultural and even political history form the warp and weft of the narrative. Written in a personal and often
humorous style, this gorgeous and hefty volume will appeal to nonspecialists and experts alike. Wonderful
color photographs, largely by noted photographer Gavin Ashworth, enhance the historical and personal
commentary. Part catalog, part memoir, If These Pots Could Talk is a beautiful tribute to the richness of
collecting and the rewards of a true partnership.
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From reader reviews:

Jacquelyn Lopez:

This If These Pots Could Talk: Collecting 2,000 Years of British Household Pottery usually are reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this If These Pots Could Talk:
Collecting 2,000 Years of British Household Pottery can be on the list of great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that
possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go
and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this If These Pots Could Talk:
Collecting 2,000 Years of British Household Pottery forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Will Cathcart:

The actual book If These Pots Could Talk: Collecting 2,000 Years of British Household Pottery will bring
you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book If These Pots Could Talk: Collecting
2,000 Years of British Household Pottery is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the
e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Mindy Munson:

Typically the book If These Pots Could Talk: Collecting 2,000 Years of British Household Pottery has a lot
info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Lidia Mejia:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the If These Pots Could Talk: Collecting 2,000 Years of British Household Pottery when
you required it?
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