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“It is so nice to be happy. It always gives me a good fegling to see other people happy...It is so easy to
achieve.” —Kim’sjournal entry, May 3, 1988

On the night of April 15, 1990, Jill Bialosky’ s twenty-one-year-old sister Kim came home from abar in
downtown Cleveland. She argued with her boyfriend on the phone. Then she took her mother’ s car keys,
went into the garage, closed the garage door. She climbed into the car, turned on the ignition, and fell asleep.
Her body was found the next morning by the neighborhood boy her mother hired to cut the grass.

Those are the simple facts, but the act of suicide is anything but smple. For twenty years, Bialosky haslived
with the grief, guilt, questions, and confusion unleashed by Kim'’s suicide. Now, in aremarkable work of
literary nonfiction, she re-creates with unsparing honesty her sister’sinner life, the events and emotions that
led her to take her life on this particular night. In doing so, she opens awindow on the nature of suicide
itself, our own reactions and responses to it—especially the impact a suicide has on those who remain
behind.

Combining Kim’s diaries with family history and memoir, drawing on the works of doctors and
psychologists as well as writers from Melville and Dickinson to Sylvia Plath and Wallace Stevens, Bial osky
gives us a stunning exploration of human fragility and strength. She juxtaposes the story of Kim's death with
the challenges of becoming a mother and her own exuberant experience of raising ason. Thisis abook that
explores al aspects of our familial relationships—between mothers and sons, fathers and daughters—but
particularly the tender and enduring bonds between sisters.

History of a Suicide brings a crucial and all too rarely discussed subject out of the shadows, and in doing so
gives readers the courage to face their own losses, no matter what those may be. This searing and
compassionate work reminds us of the preciousness of life and of the waysin which those we love are
inextricably bound to us.
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From reader reviews:
Sang Weems:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
Asitisknown to us that book is very important for people. The book History of a Suicide: My Sister's
Unfinished Life ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book History of a Suicide: My Sister's
Unfinished Lifeis not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you
experience bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
together with the book History of a Suicide: My Sister's Unfinished Life. Y ou never feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Peter Raobey:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these individual s survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated thisfor a
whileisreading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular History
of a Suicide: My Sister's Unfinished Life book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Joe Garner:

Isit anindividual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This History of a Suicide: My Sister's
Unfinished Life can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are consequently out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Dixie Jones:

In this erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more specia than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of many booksin
the top list in your reading list will be History of a Suicide: My Sister's Unfinished Life. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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