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Decision at Strasbourg relates the remarkable and largely unknown story of Lt.General Jacob Devers' lost
opportunity to launch a bold attack into the heart of Nazi Germany, which may have won the European war
in late 1944, six months before Victory-over-Europe (V-E) Day in May 1945. Devers' Sixth Army Group,
comprising the U.S. Seventh and First French Armies, made successful amphibious landings near Marseille
in August 1944 and advanced 450 miles through southern France before reaching the banks of the Rhine in
Alsace on 24 November 1944. Once on the Rhine, Devers' was presented with an unexpected strategic
opportunity to cross the river and advance into Germany, where the Group could seal off the German 19th
Army in Alsace and maneuver behind the German 1st Army, fighting General George S. Patton's Third
Army in Lorraine. Devers hoped this bold maneuver would collapse the southern enemy front opposite the
U.S. Seventh and Third Armies and possibly lead to the disintegration of the entire enemy front, from
Switzerland to the Netherlands, bringing about a swift end to the war in Europe. The Rhine was the principal
objective of the allied armies fighting in France. Allied generals realized its strategic importance, as did
German generals, who understood that if Allied forces crossed the Rhine, Germany was doomed. Devers
never breached the Rhine in 1944. The Supreme Allied Commander, General Dwight Eisenhower, ordered
Dever's planned assault halted a day before it was to proceed. Ike's decision to forego this opportunity meant
that the allies would not cross the Rhine until March 1945.To date, historians have not explained fully why
Eisenhower stopped Devers, who was deeply angered by the order; nor have they analyzed the possible
outcome of such an attack. Decision at Strasbourg does just this, exploring what might have occurred had Ike
allowed Devers to cross the river. Colley judiciously cites the opinions of many high-ranking generals,
including Patton, that the attack would have been a bold and likely successful maneuver that might have
ended the war months earlier and saved thousands of American lives.In rolling out this alternative historical
perspective, the author offers unique insight regarding Eisenhower and the Supreme Command in Europe
during WWII, illuminating the potential consequences of Ike's cautious leadership and his rejection of
General Devers and his strategy, largely because of his dislike and lack of confidence in the Sixth Army
Group commander. Colley points to Ike's reliance on old friends and colleagues, sometimes regardless of
ability, and how the conduct of WWII in Europe was determined by personal amities and animosities--a
worthy study for future military leaders seeking to take advantage of unique battlefield opportunities.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Bradley:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Decision at Strasbourg: Ike's
Strategic Mistake to Halt the Sixth Army Group at the Rhine in 1944. All type of book are you able to see on
many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Richard Hunt:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
since just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Decision at Strasbourg: Ike's Strategic
Mistake to Halt the Sixth Army Group at the Rhine in 1944 to read.

Selma McDaniel:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you is
Decision at Strasbourg: Ike's Strategic Mistake to Halt the Sixth Army Group at the Rhine in 1944 this guide
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

John Hawkins:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to at this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Decision at Strasbourg: Ike's Strategic
Mistake to Halt the Sixth Army Group at the Rhine in 1944 can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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