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On January 17, 1776, one week after Thomas Paine published his incendiary pamphlet Common Sense,
Connecticut minister Samuel Sherwood preached an equally patriotic sermon. "God Almighty, with all the
powers of heaven, are on our side," Sherwood said, voicing a sacred justification for war that Americans
would invoke repeatedly throughout the struggle for independence.

In Sacred Scripture, Sacred War, James Byrd offers the first comprehensive analysis of how American
revolutionaries defended their patriotic convictions through scripture. Byrd shows that the Bible was a key
text of the American Revolution. Indeed, many colonists saw the Bible as primarily a book about war. They
viewed God as not merely sanctioning violence but actively participating in combat, playing a decisive role
on the battlefield. When war came, preachers and patriots alike turned to scripture not only for solace but for
exhortations to fight. Such scripture helped amateur soldiers overcome their natural aversion to killing,
conferred on those who died for the Revolution the halo of martyrdom, and gave Americans a sense of the
divine providence of their cause. Many histories of the Revolution have noted the connection between
religion and war, but Sacred Scripture, Sacred War is the first to provide a detailed analysis of specific
biblical texts and how they were used, especially in making the patriotic case for war. Combing through
more than 500 wartime sources, which include more than 17,000 biblical citations, Byrd shows precisely
how the Bible shaped American war, and how war in turn shaped Americans' view of the Bible.

Brilliantly researched and cogently argued, Sacred Scripture, Sacred War sheds new light on the American
Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Cornwell:

The book Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make studying a book Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution being your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a publication
Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ryan Dewitt:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American
Revolution can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Amanda Kline:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution can be your answer since it
can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Albert Lightner:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution provide you with new experience
in looking at a book.
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