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Passive solar heating and passive cooling—approaches known as natural conditioning—provide comfort
throughout the year by reducing, or eliminating, the need for fossil fuel. Yet while heat from sunlight and
ventilation from breezes is free for the taking, few modern architects or builders really understand the
principles involved.

Now Dan Chiras, author of the popular book The Natural House, brings those principles up to date for a new
generation of solar enthusiasts.

The techniques required to heat and cool a building passively have been used for thousands of years. Early
societies such as the Native American Anasazis and the ancient Greeks perfected designs that effectively
exploited these natural processes. The Greeks considered anyone who didn't use passive solar to heat a home
to be a barbarian!

In the United States, passive solar architecture experienced a major resurgence of interest in the 1970s in
response to crippling oil embargoes. With grand enthusiasm but with scant knowledge (and sometimes little
common sense), architects and builders created a wide variety of solar homes. Some worked pretty well, but
looked more like laboratories than houses. Others performed poorly, overheating in the summer because of
excessive or misplaced windows and skylights, and growing chilly in the colder months because of
insufficient thermal mass and insulation and poor siting.

In The Solar House, Dan Chiras sets the record straight on the vast potential for passive heating and cooling.
Acknowledging the good intentions of misguided solar designers in the past, he highlights certain
egregious—and entirely avoidable—errors. More importantly, Chiras explains in methodical detail how
today's home builders can succeed with solar designs.

Now that energy efficiency measures including higher levels of insulation and multi-layered glazing have
become standard, it is easier than ever before to create a comfortable and affordable passive solar house that
will provide year-round comfort in any climate.

Moreover, since modern building materials and airtight construction methods sometimes result in air-quality
and even toxicity problems, Chiras explains state-of-the-art ventilation and filtering techniques that
complement the ancient solar strategies of thermal mass and daylighting. Chiras also explains the new
diagnostic aids available in printed worksheet or software formats, allowing readers to generate their own
design schemes.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Henry:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Solar House: Passive Heating and Cooling. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book
The Solar House: Passive Heating and Cooling. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that.
In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Nancy Steffen:

The book The Solar House: Passive Heating and Cooling give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book The
Solar House: Passive Heating and Cooling to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like available and read a publication The Solar House: Passive Heating and Cooling. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Joyce Martinez:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that
question simply because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need that The Solar House: Passive Heating
and Cooling to read.

Curtis Swasey:

The reserve with title The Solar House: Passive Heating and Cooling contains a lot of information that you
can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.
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