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In the late nineteenth century, migrants from Jamaica, Colombia, Barbados, and beyond poured into
Caribbean Central America, building railroads, digging canals, selling meals, and farming homesteads. On
the rain-forested shores of Costa Rica, U.S. entrepreneurs and others established vast banana plantations.
Over the next half-century, short-lived export booms drew tens of thousands of migrants to the region. In
Port Limon, birthplace of the United Fruit Company, a single building might house a Russian seamstress, a
Martinican madam, a Cuban doctor, and a Chinese barkeep--together with stevedores, laundresses, and
laborers from across the Caribbean.

Tracing the changing contours of gender, kinship, and community in Costa Rica's plantation region, Lara
Putnam explores new questions about the work of caring for children and men and how it fit into the export
economy, the role of kinship as well as cash in structuring labor, the social networks that shaped migrants'
lives, and the impact of ideas about race and sex on the exercise of power. Based on sources that range from
handwritten autobiographies to judicial transcripts and addressing topics from intimacy between prostitutes
to insults between neighbors, the book illuminates the connections between political economy, popular
culture, and everyday life.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Macdonald:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one along with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Company They Kept: Migrants and the
Politics of Gender in Caribbean Costa Rica, 1870-1960 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Ann Morgan:

This book untitled The Company They Kept: Migrants and the Politics of Gender in Caribbean Costa Rica,
1870-1960 to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop
or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Hector Duggan:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book The
Company They Kept: Migrants and the Politics of Gender in Caribbean Costa Rica, 1870-1960. You can add
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.

Theresa Collins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The Company They Kept: Migrants
and the Politics of Gender in Caribbean Costa Rica, 1870-1960.
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