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"A wonderful introduction the Japanese tradition of jisei, this volume is crammed with exquisite,
spontaneous verse and pity, often hilarious, descriptions of the eccentric and committed monastics who
wrote the poems." —Tricycle: The Buddhist Review

Although the consciousness of death is, in most cultures, very much a part of life, this is perhaps nowhere
more true than in Japan, where the approach of death has given rise to a centuries-old tradition of writing
jisei, or the "death poem." Such a poem is often written in the very last moments of the poet's life.

Hundreds of Japanese death poems, many with a commentary describing the circumstances of the poet's
death, have been translated into English here, the great majority of them for the first time. Yoel Hoffmann
explores the attitudes and customs surrounding death in historical and present-day Japan, and gives examples
of how these have been reflected in the nation's literature in general. The development of writing jisei is then
examined—from the poems of longing of the early nobility and the more "masculine" verses of the samurai
to the satirical death poems of later centuries.

Zen Buddhist ideas about death are also described as a preface to the collection of Chinese death poems by
Zen monks that are also included. Finally, the last section contains three hundred twenty haiku, some of
which have never been assembled before, in English translation and romanized in Japanese.
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From reader reviews:

Bridget Carter:

The book Japanese Death Poems: Written by Zen Monks and Haiku Poets on the Verge of Death make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Japanese Death Poems: Written by Zen Monks and Haiku Poets on the Verge of Death for
being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a book
Japanese Death Poems: Written by Zen Monks and Haiku Poets on the Verge of Death. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

David Rivera:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Japanese Death Poems:
Written by Zen Monks and Haiku Poets on the Verge of Death book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Edward Donnelly:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Japanese Death Poems: Written
by Zen Monks and Haiku Poets on the Verge of Death can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Patricia Humes:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is referred to as of book Japanese Death Poems: Written by Zen Monks and Haiku Poets on the Verge of
Death. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add
your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It
can bring you from one destination to other place.
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