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These two photographic volumes depict Himmler´s favorite unit in the Waffen-SS: the III ‘Germanic’ SS
Panzerkorps, for it fulfilled Himmler´s longtime political plans of recruiting ‘Germanic’ volunteers for the
creation of a greater Germanic Reich in the future. As such, it consisted in part of SS volunteers from
western and northern European countries. Although largely forgotten today, this elite SS unit fought on a
variety of battlefields ranging from Croatia and Ingermanland´s snow-covered forests near Leningrad to the
historic Estonian city of Narva, where it defended the Baltic countries of Estonia and Latvia against the Red
Army in 1944-45. The remnants of the Panzerkorps ended up in both the hopeless defense of Pomerania and
the final apocalypse at the battle for Brandenburg and Berlin in April-May 1945, when the Third Reich went
down in a storm of fire and steel.

Volume 1 covers the period from the creation of the III SS Panzerkorps in the summer of 1943 until the
German evacuation of Estonia in September 1944. The coverage includes the unit’s involvement in anti-
partisan operations in Croatia (September-December 1943), the fighting at Oranienbaum-Leningrad and the
battle for Ingria (January-February 1944); the defense of the Narva bridgehead and the battles for Dorpat and
the Blue Hills, finishing with the German evacuation of Estonia (February-September 1944).

On the Eastern front, a motley mix of nationalities and individuals fought under the Swastika and
subsequently it was volunteers from various countries who served in the III ‘Germanic’ SS Panzerkorps,
including Norwegians, Danes, Swedes, Swiss, Dutch, Flemings, Walloons, Estonians, Germans and ethnic
Germans from Rumania. Even a handful of renegade British volunteers turned up in this unit during the final
weeks of WWII. All of these SS soldiers had widely varying reasons for joining the Waffen-SS. These
volumes not only include well over 1,000 partly unpublished photographs of the III SS Panzerkorps during
1943-45, but also a large number of previously unpublished personal battle descriptions by surviving officers
and soldiers of this corps from the authors' archives of personal correspondence. The photographs are also
accompanied by interesting unit histories, biographies, commentaries on weapons and vehicles, as well as
analyses of battlefield tactics.

These volumes also destroy the myth that the Waffen-SS was purely a military phenomenon. The Waffen-SS
was, and remained, in the world and in the long-term planning of Hitler, Himmler and the SS, primarily a
political-ideological institution. The multinational Waffen-SS and its esprit de corps must be seen within the
context of the European fascist movements of the time and of the polarization between fascism and
communism during the years between the First and Second World War. This is especially true for the III
‘Germanic’ SS Panzerkorps as a future cadre providing SS functionaries for the creation and maintenance of
a greater Germanic Reich in the West and the colonization of Lebensraum in the East. SS propaganda
deliberately associated the character of the III ‘Germanic’ SS Panzerkorps with the medieval Teutonic Order
in the East as an historic continuity. The dream of a Germanic empire and the Nazi war of extermination
against Slavs and Jews were two sides of the same coin.

Despite serious flaws during the hasty creation of the III ‘Germanic’ SS Panzerkorps in 1943, this unit
achieved a remarkably successful military performance against a numerically superior opponent, the Red



Army. The corps inflicted severe losses on Soviet units during all engagements. However, the losses of the
III SS Panzerkorps in manpower and equipment were also extremely high. The personal battle descriptions
included in the volumes provide a most powerful witness to the ‘slaughterhouse’ character of the Eastern
Front in 1944-45.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Himmler's Favourite: The Combat
History of III SS Panzerkorps Volume 1: From Formation to Autumn 1944 book because this book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is
no doubt in it you know.

Colleen Holden:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long
to reading a guide. The book Himmler's Favourite: The Combat History of III SS Panzerkorps Volume 1:
From Formation to Autumn 1944 it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Barbara Akins:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Himmler's Favourite: The Combat
History of III SS Panzerkorps Volume 1: From Formation to Autumn 1944 is simple to bring you can read it
in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jason Serrano:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Himmler's Favourite: The Combat History of III SS Panzerkorps Volume 1: From
Formation to Autumn 1944 can make you experience more interested to read.
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