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The statistics are startling. Since 1973, America’s imprisonment rate has multiplied over five times to
become the highest in the world. More than two million inmates reside in state and federal prisons. What
does this say about our attitudes toward criminals and punishment? What does it say about us?

This book explores the cultural evolution of punishment practices in the United States. Anne-Marie Cusac
first looks at punishment in the nation’s early days, when Americans repudiated Old World cruelty toward
criminals and emphasized rehabilitation over retribution. This attitude persisted for some 200 years, but in
recent decades we have abandoned it, Cusac shows. She discusses the dramatic rise in the use of torture and
restraint, corporal and capital punishment, and punitive physical pain. And she links this new climate of
punishment to shifts in other aspects of American culture, including changes in dominant religious beliefs,
child-rearing practices, politics, television shows, movies, and more.

America now punishes harder and longer and with methods we would have rejected as cruel and unusual not
long ago. These changes are profound, their impact affects all our lives, and we have yet to understand the
full consequences.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Lin:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their can do
that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this particular Cruel and Unusual: The Culture of Punishment in America
to read.

Betty Walsh:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Cruel and Unusual: The Culture of Punishment
in America, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Billy Migliore:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Cruel and Unusual: The Culture of
Punishment in America guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Cruel and Unusual: The
Culture of Punishment in America as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense
to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Mae Bushee:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book Cruel and Unusual: The Culture of Punishment in America was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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