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Burma, also known as Myanmar, strategically located between China and India, is one of the largest and
most richly endowed states in Southeast Asia. Yet it remains both economically and politically
underdeveloped. Why is this so? We argue that much of the reason has to do with an ongoing struggle for
national identity. This struggle involves not only whether the state should be authoritarian or democratic, but
how Burma's myriad ethnic minorities should be accommodated within it, what external reference national
reference groups the country should identify and align with, and how it should move forward. Identity
formation normally occurs much earlier in the national developmental process, but Burma has had unusually
intransigent problems that were never successfully resolved during the colonial period and have simply been
suppressed by force since then. This protracted divisiveness has stunted the nation's modernization and
growth.

Written from a unique perspective, this book on Myanmar deviates from the traditional authoritarian versus
democratic rhetoric. Although that is certainly part of the picture, this multifaceted analysis focuses rather on
the issue of identity formation - an issue that has all too often failed to make the headlines. Much can be
learned from Myanmar's identity problems, making this book essential reading for all students and
professionals interested in development studies or comparative politics. By whatever name, Burma is not
only a fascinating country but one likely to play an increasingly vital role in Asia's future.
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From reader reviews:

Matt Cresswell:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Burma or Myanmar? The
Struggle for National Identity will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Robert Johnson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Burma or Myanmar? The Struggle
for National Identity is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Daniel Starkey:

This Burma or Myanmar? The Struggle for National Identity are usually reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Burma or Myanmar? The Struggle for National
Identity can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed you with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Burma or Myanmar? The Struggle for National Identity giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Steven Cordell:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info. When you
read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Burma
or Myanmar? The Struggle for National Identity, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.
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