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While architects have been the subject of many scholarly studies, we know very little about the companies
that built the structures they designed. This book is a study in business history as well as civil engineering
and construction management. It details the contributions that Charles J. Pankow, a 1947 graduate of Purdue
University, and his firm have made as builders of large, often concrete, commercial structures since the
company’s foundation in 1963. In particular, it uses selected projects as case studies to analyze and explain
how the company innovated at the project level. The company has been recognized as a pioneer in “design-
build,” a methodology that involves the construction company in the development of structures and
substitutes negotiated contracts for the bidding of architects’ plans. The Pankow companies also developed
automated construction technologies that helped keep projects on time and within budget. The book includes
dozens of photographs of buildings under construction from the company’s archive and other sources. At the
same time, the author analyzes and evaluates the strategic decision making of the firm through 2004, the year
in which the founder died. While Charles Pankow figures prominently in the narrative, the book also
describes how others within the firm adapted the business so that the company could survive a commercial
market that changed significantly as a result of the recession of the 1990s. Extending beyond the scope of
most business biographies, this book is a study in industry innovation and the power of corporate culture, as
well as the story of one particular company and the individuals who created it.

 Key Features:
 
·       There are many books about architects, but very few about twentieth-century “makers.”
·       Tells the story behind many iconic buildings, especially in the western half of the US.
·       Charles Pankow was a pioneer in concrete construction and the “design-build” system.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Moore:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this A Better Way to Build: A History
of the Pankow Companies to read.

Joseph Williams:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept A Better Way
to Build: A History of the Pankow Companies suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous
writer in this era. Often the book untitled A Better Way to Build: A History of the Pankow Companiesis a
single of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in
the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before.
The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented
of the world in this book.

William Farley:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking A Better Way to Build: A
History of the Pankow Companies that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you can pick A Better Way to Build: A History of the Pankow Companies
become your starter.

Diane McCarthy:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for your requirements is A Better Way to Build: A History of the Pankow Companies this
guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented



how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.
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