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James Houk's field work in Trinidad and subsequent involvement in the Orisha religion allows him a
uniquely intimate perspective on a complex and eclectic religion. Originating in Nigeria, Orisha combines
elements of African religions (notably Yoruba), Catholicism, Hinduism, Protestantism Spiritual Baptist, and
Kabbalah. A religion of spirits and spirit possession, ceremonies and feasts, churches and shrines, sacrifices
and sacred objects, Orisha is constantly shifting and unstable, its practice widely varied. As a belief system,
it is a powerful presence in the social structure, culture, and, more recently, the political realm of Trinidad.
Houk carefully examines the historical forces that have transformed Orisha from a relatively simple religion
in colonial Trinidad to an abstruse mix of belief, ritual, and symbolism. The voices of worshippers and
Orisha leaders spring to life the intensity and power of the religion. Houk's own recounting of participation
in many of the mystical ceremonies, including taking on the important role of drummer in several feasts, his
initiation into Orisha, and his exceptional field research provide fascinating details essential in understanding
the development of this Caribbean religion. James T. Houk, an independent scholar, holds a Ph. D. in
anthropology from Tulane University and has published several articles on Caribbean religion.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony McDonell:

Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in Trinidad can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Spirits, Blood and Drums: The
Orisha Religion in Trinidad but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Jason Silva:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in Trinidad this guide
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of
you.

Doris Rice:

You may get this Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in Trinidad by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.

Robert Mayo:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in
Trinidad to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a
book and study it. Beside that the publication Spirits, Blood and Drums: The Orisha Religion in Trinidad can



to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this
time.
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