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Before Pearl Harbor, before the Nazi invasion of Poland, America teetered between the desire for
isolation and the threat of world war.

May 1938. Franklin Delano Roosevelt?recently reelected to a second term as president?sat in the Oval Office
and contemplated two possibilities: the rule of fascism overseas, and a third term.

With Hitler's reach extending into Austria, and with the atrocities of World War I still fresh in the American
memory, Roosevelt faced the question that would prove one of the most defining in American history:
whether to once again go to war in Europe.

In The Sphinx, Nicholas Wapshott recounts how an ambitious and resilient Roosevelt?nicknamed "the
Sphinx" for his cunning, cryptic rapport with the press?devised and doggedly pursued a strategy to sway the
American people to abandon isolationism and take up the mantle of the world's most powerful nation.

Chief among Roosevelt’s antagonists was his friend Joseph P. Kennedy, a stock market magnate and the
patriarch of what was to become one of the nation's most storied dynasties. Kennedy's financial, political,
and personal interests aligned him with a war-weary American public, and he counted among his isolationist
allies no less than Walt Disney, William Randolph Hearst, and Henry Ford?prominent businessmen who
believed America had no business in conflicts across the Atlantic.

The ensuing battle?waged with fiery rhetoric, agile diplomacy, media sabotage, and petty political
antics?would land US troops in Europe within three years, secure Roosevelt's legacy, and set a standard for
American military strategy for years to come.

With millions of lives?and a future paradigm of foreign intervention?hanging in the balance, The Sphinx
captures a political giant at the height of his powers and an American identity crisis that continues to this
day.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Russell:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the
Isolationists, and the Road to World War II as your daily resource information.

Ruth Frye:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the
Isolationists, and the Road to World War II, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Casey Timmons:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the Road
to World War II why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Cynthia Tso:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the Road to World War II we can get more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just choose
the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book The Sphinx:
Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the Road to World War II. You can more attractive than now.
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