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Before most Americans ever saw an actual daguerreotype, they encountered this visual form through written
descriptions, published and rapidly reprinted in newspapers throughout the land. In The Camera and the
Press, Marcy J. Dinius examines how the first written and published responses to the daguerreotype set the
terms for how we now understand the representational accuracy and objectivity associated with the
photograph, as well as the democratization of portraiture that photography enabled.

Dinius's archival research ranges from essays in popular nineteenth-century periodicals to daguerreotypes of
Americans, Liberians, slaves, and even fictional characters. Examples of these portraits are among the
dozens of illustrations featured in the book. The Camera and the Press presents new dimensions of Nathaniel
Hawthorne's The House of the Seven Gables, Herman Melville's Pierre, Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle
Tom's Cabin, and Frederick Douglass's The Heroic Slave. Dinius shows how these authors strategically
incorporated aspects of daguerreian representation to advance their aesthetic, political, and social agendas.
By recognizing print and visual culture as one, Dinius redefines such terms as art, objectivity, sympathy,
representation, race, and nationalism and their interrelations in nineteenth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Porter:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Camera and the Press: American Visual and Print
Culture in the Age of the Daguerreotype (Material Texts).

Robert Defazio:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Camera and the Press: American Visual and
Print Culture in the Age of the Daguerreotype (Material Texts). You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book The Camera and the Press: American
Visual and Print Culture in the Age of the Daguerreotype (Material Texts). You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Raymond Littlefield:

The actual book The Camera and the Press: American Visual and Print Culture in the Age of the
Daguerreotype (Material Texts) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this
book.

Natalie Renz:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Camera and the Press: American
Visual and Print Culture in the Age of the Daguerreotype (Material Texts) that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick The
Camera and the Press: American Visual and Print Culture in the Age of the Daguerreotype (Material Texts)
become your current starter.
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