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Here is the definitive biography of one of the most exciting, influential, and elusive authors of the twentieth
century. Christopher Isherwood’s novels and short stories, including those that inspired the musical Cabaret,
have always been assumed to be largely autobiographical.

Based in part on Isherwood’s private papers–unavailable until now–this fascinating book presents the real
story of his life, a life that saw a relatively conventional boy become an acclaimed writer, mystic, and “grand
old man” of the gay liberation movement. In the end, Isherwood: A Life portrays someone who misled as
much as he revealed.

Born in 1904, the heir to a large country estate where his grandfather was squire, Isherwood had a youth
filled with both privilege and loss. His father’s death in World War I devastated his mother and created a
“hero-father” image that would haunt both Christopher and his unstable brother for the rest of their lives.

He began to acknowledge his homosexuality at his English boarding school and subsequently formed a
definition of “self” based on subterfuge, performance, and escape. With his lifelong friends W. H. Auden and
Stephen Spender he emerged as one of the leading literary figures of the 1930s.

From the bars, nightclubs, and slums of Weimar Germany–where Isherwood created The Berlin Stories and
introduced the world to Sally Bowles–to homosexual communes in Greece and Portugal, to the film studios
of London (the subject of his novel Prater Violet) and Hollywood, his destinations became arenas for his
reinventions. Isherwood’s later years as an unofficial spiritual and sexual sage in Southern California only
added to the abiding mystery of his life.

In addition to using Isherwood’s correspondence, unpublished diaries, and other previously unavailable
sources in painting this clear and definitive portrait, Peter Parker has also unearthed the author’s telling early
works, including parodies, school memoirs, and even part of a crucial lost novel.

Painstakingly researched and brilliantly written, Isherwood: A Life captures the fugitive reality of a man who
has become a favorite artist and important symbol of an entire era in our life of letters. Published in the
centennial of his birth, it will be read as long as Isherwood himself is.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Tesch:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Isherwood: A Life Revealed. All
type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Bert Martinez:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Isherwood: A Life Revealed had been making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The publication Isherwood: A Life Revealed is not only giving you far more new information but also
to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship while using book Isherwood: A Life Revealed. You never experience lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Kathleen Bonds:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Isherwood: A Life Revealed book is readable through you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Isherwood: A Life Revealed
content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Isherwood: A Life Revealed
is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Shirley Vega:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Isherwood: A Life Revealed reserve written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Isherwood: A Life Revealed as good book but not
only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its
include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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