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Discovering the Women in Slavery is a collection of fourteen original essays on women's experiences of
slavery in America, researched and written from gender- and women-focused perspectives. The essays
discuss not only slave women, but also plantation and slaveholding mistresses and free women of color, in
contexts ranging from the colonial era to the Civil War South. Intended for wide readership, this book is
especially designed to bring attention to the new questions and findings about American slavery that are
engendered by today's exploration of the experience and roles of the women generally left invisible,
stereotyped, or both, by conventional American slavery history.

As Patricia Morton notes in her historiographical introduction, Discovering the Women in Slavery continues
the advances made, especially over the last decade, in understanding how women experienced slavery and
shaped slavery history. In addition, the collection illuminates some emancipating new perspectives and
methodologies. Throughout, the contributors pay close attention—over time and place—to variations,
differences, and diversity regarding issues of gender and sex, race and ethnicity, and class. They draw on
such qualitative sources as letters, novels, oral histories, court records, and local histories as well as
quantitative sources like census data and parish records.

The collection is structured in two sections that demonstrate, through complementary approaches, how the
diverse and intersecting worlds of women and slavery can be discovered. The first section comprises
pioneering individual case studies. One essay, for example, uses racist sources to shed light on a former slave
woman's major contribution to the South's internal rebellions against the Confederacy. Another discusses a
mistress who, by her own initiative, first became a slave owner while her husband was at war. In the second
section, which presents group studies, one finds equally pathbreaking explorations of such topics as the
religious experience and culture of early slave women and also the clothing and self-adornment of enslaved
and free African American women as material culture artifacts and evidence. All of the essays in the
collection point to additional sources for study and research.

Reconstructing the histories of women who struggled to shape their own lives and who, in the context of
slavery and its legacies, often struggled tragically against each other, this collection richly contributes to the
humanization of America's slavery past.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Asher:

The book Discovering the Women in Slavery: Emancipating Perspectives on the American Past give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject.
If you can make reading through a book Discovering the Women in Slavery: Emancipating Perspectives on
the American Past to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a book
Discovering the Women in Slavery: Emancipating Perspectives on the American Past. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Edward Kirklin:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take Discovering the Women in Slavery: Emancipating Perspectives
on the American Past as the daily resource information.

David Otten:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Discovering the Women in Slavery: Emancipating Perspectives on the American Past, it is possible
to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a reserve.

Mark Gallegos:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Discovering the Women in Slavery:
Emancipating Perspectives on the American Past guide written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still



skepticism Discovering the Women in Slavery: Emancipating Perspectives on the American Past as good
book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its
protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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