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Imagine if going to school meant more than preparing kids for a test, teaching a canned curriculum, and
training students for their future as workers. What if school were also about cultivating students to be caring,
community-involved citizens and critical, creative thinkers who love to read?

In Caring Hearts & Critical Minds, teacher-author Steven Wolk shows teachers how to help students
become better readers as well as better people. "I want [my students] to be thinkers and have rich
conversations regarding critical issues in the text and be able to formulate opinions regarding these issues,"
says Leslie Rector, a sixth-grade teacher who collaborated with Wolk on some of the units featured in this
book.

Wolk demonstrates how to integrate inquiry learning, exciting and contemporary literature, and teaching for
social responsibility across the curriculum. He takes teachers step-by-step through the process of designing
an inquiry-based literature unit and then provides five full units used in real middle-grade classrooms.
Featuring a remarkable range of recommended resources and hundreds of novels from across the literary
genres, Caring Hearts & Critical Minds gives teachers a blueprint for creating dynamic units with rigorous
lessons about topics kids care about—from media and the environment to personal happiness and global
poverty. Wolk shows teachers how to find stimulating, real-world "complex texts" called for in the Common
Core State Standards and integrate them into literature units.

"I know from experience that a great book changes the reader," says Karen Tellez, an eighth-grade teacher
featured in the book. “For me, books have helped me escape, fall in love, recover from heartbreak, and have
broken open my mind from the age of twelve. . . . I hope [my students] gain better reading comprehension,
confidence as readers, connections to the characters and events, a curiosity for the world, and tolerance for
others."

Caring Hearts & Critical Minds shows teachers how to turn these hopes and goals into reality.
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From reader reviews:

Hubert Ray:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Caring Hearts and
Critical Minds: Literature, Inquiry, and Social Responsibility is kind of guide which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Marva Larson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Caring Hearts and
Critical Minds: Literature, Inquiry, and Social Responsibility suitable to you? Typically the book was written
by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Caring Hearts and Critical Minds: Literature, Inquiry, and
Social Responsibilityis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Kathleen Bonds:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Caring Hearts and Critical Minds:
Literature, Inquiry, and Social Responsibility book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation
Caring Hearts and Critical Minds: Literature, Inquiry, and Social Responsibility as good book not simply by
the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Katrina Scofield:

You can obtain this Caring Hearts and Critical Minds: Literature, Inquiry, and Social Responsibility by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed
but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still



revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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