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When the Abbasids overthrew the Umayyad dynasty in 750 CE, an important element in legitimizing their
newly won authority involved defining themselves in the eyes of their Islamic subjects. Nadia Maria El
Cheikh shows that ideas about women were central to the process by which the Abbasid caliphate, which
ushered in Islam’s Golden Age, achieved self-definition.

In most medieval Islamic cultures, Arab Islam stood in opposition to jahl, or the state of impurity and
corruption that existed prior to Islam’s founding. Over time, the concept of jahl evolved into a more general
term describing a condition of ignorance and barbarism?as well as a condition specifically associated in
Abbasid discourse with women. Concepts of womanhood and gender became a major organizing principle
for articulating Muslim identity. Groups whose beliefs and behaviors were perceived by the Abbasids as a
threat?not only the jahilis who lived before the prophet Muhammad but peoples living beyond the borders of
their empire, such as the Byzantines, and heretics who defied the strictures of their rule, such as the
Qaramita?were represented in Abbasid texts through gendered metaphors and concepts of sexual difference.
These in turn influenced how women were viewed, and thus contributed to the historical construction of
Muslim women’s identity.

Through its investigation of how gender and sexuality were used to articulate cultural differences and
formulate identities in Abbasid systems of power and thought, Women, Islam, and Abbasid Identity
demonstrates the importance of women to the writing of early Islamic history.
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From reader reviews:

Esther Watson:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Women, Islam, and
Abbasid Identity will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book
with you?

Susan Tarin:

The book Women, Islam, and Abbasid Identity can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Women, Islam, and Abbasid Identity? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Women, Islam, and Abbasid
Identity has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Kelly Cruz:

The book Women, Islam, and Abbasid Identity has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Claudette Everett:

This Women, Islam, and Abbasid Identity is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having little digest in reading this Women, Islam, and Abbasid Identity can be the
light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form.
People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So
there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition
to knowledge.
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