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The originators of classical political economy—Adam Smith, David Ricardo, James Steuart, and
others—created a discourse that explained the logic, the origin, and, in many respects, the essential rightness
of capitalism. But, in the great texts of that discourse, these writers downplayed a crucial requirement for
capitalism’s creation: For it to succeed, peasants would have to abandon their self-sufficient lifestyle and go
to work for wages in a factory. Why would they willingly do this?
Clearly, they did not go willingly. As Michael Perelman shows, they were forced into the factories with the
active support of the same economists who were making theoretical claims for capitalism as a self-correcting
mechanism that thrived without needing government intervention. Directly contradicting the laissez-faire
principles they claimed to espouse, these men advocated government policies that deprived the peasantry of
the means for self-provision in order to coerce these small farmers into wage labor. To show how Adam
Smith and the other classical economists appear to have deliberately obscured the nature of the control of
labor and how policies attacking the economic independence of the rural peasantry were essentially
conceived to foster primitive accumulation, Perelman examines diaries, letters, and the more practical
writings of the classical economists. He argues that these private and practical writings reveal the real
intentions and goals of classical political economy—to separate a rural peasantry from their access to land.
This rereading of the history of classical political economy sheds important light on the rise of capitalism to
its present state of world dominance. Historians of political economy and Marxist thought will find that this
book broadens their understanding of how capitalism took hold in the industrial age.
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From reader reviews:

Catrina Hall:

The book The Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret History of Primitive
Accumulation can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the great thing like a book The Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret
History of Primitive Accumulation? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Invention of
Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the Secret History of Primitive Accumulation has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start
and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jason Dolly:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political
Economy and the Secret History of Primitive Accumulation why because the amazing cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Judith Duncan:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political
Economy and the Secret History of Primitive Accumulation can make you feel more interested to read.

Ronald Stauffer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books that can



you go onto be your object. One of them is The Invention of Capitalism: Classical Political Economy and the
Secret History of Primitive Accumulation.
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