
The Empty Seashell: Witchcraft and Doubt on an
Indonesian Island

Nils Bubandt

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0801479452
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0801479452
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0801479452


The Empty Seashell: Witchcraft and Doubt on an Indonesian
Island

Nils Bubandt

The Empty Seashell: Witchcraft and Doubt on an Indonesian Island Nils Bubandt
What it is like to live in a world where witches are undeniably real, yet too ephemeral and contradictory to be
an object of belief? Nils Bubandt argues that cannibal witches for people in the predominantly Christian
community of Buli in the Indonesian province of North Maluku are both corporeally real and fundamentally
unknowable. Witches (known as gua in the Buli language) appear to be ordinary humans but sometimes,
especially at night, they take other forms and attack people in order to eat their livers. They are seemingly
everywhere and nowhere at the same time. The reality of gua, therefore, can never be pinned down. The title
of the book comes from the empty nautilus shells that regularly drift ashore around Buli village. Convention
has it that if you find a live nautilus, you are a gua. Like the empty shells, witchcraft always seems to recede
from experience. Bubandt begins the book by recounting his own confusion and frustration in coming to
terms with the contradictory and inaccessible nature of witchcraft realities in Buli. A detailed ethnography of
the encompassing inaccessibility of Buli witchcraft leads him to the conclusion that much of the
anthropological literature, which views witchcraft as a system of beliefs with genuine explanatory power, is
off the mark. Witchcraft for the Buli people doesn't explain anything. In fact, it does the opposite: it
confuses, obfuscates, and frustrates. Drawing upon Jacques Derrida's concept of aporia-an interminable
experience that remains continuously in doubt-Bubandt suggests the need to take seriously people's
experiential and epistemological doubts about witchcraft, and outlines, by extension, a novel way of thinking
about witchcraft and its relation to modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Jessie Loudermilk:

The book with title The Empty Seashell: Witchcraft and Doubt on an Indonesian Island contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Lashunda McCloud:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide
that need more time to be examine. The Empty Seashell: Witchcraft and Doubt on an Indonesian Island can
be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Theresa Nash:

This The Empty Seashell: Witchcraft and Doubt on an Indonesian Island is fresh way for you who has
fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this The Empty Seashell:
Witchcraft and Doubt on an Indonesian Island can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them
feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Sheila Whitley:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Empty Seashell: Witchcraft and Doubt on an
Indonesian Island to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
impression about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and
read it. Beside that the publication The Empty Seashell: Witchcraft and Doubt on an Indonesian Island can to
be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these
time.
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