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On September 23, 1969, five years after the first made-for-television movie premiered, the ABC network
broadcast Seven in Darkness. Thiswas the first television film for an anthology show called the Tuesday
Night Movie of the Week. Dedicating ninety minutes of weekly airtime to a still-emerging genre was a
financial risk for the third-place network—arisk that paid off. The films were so successful that in 1972 the
network debuted The Wednesday Movie of the Week. Although most of the movies are no longer
remembered, a handful are still fondly recalled by viewers today, including Duel, Brian’s Song, and The
Night Stalker. The series also showcased pilot films for many eventual series, such as Alias Smith and Jones,
The Sx Million Dollar Man, and Sarsky and Hutch. By the end of both shows' regular runsin the spring of
1975, the network had broadcast more than 200 made-for-television films.

In The ABC Movie of the Week: Big Movies for the Small Screen, Michael McKenna examinesthis
programming experiment that transformed the television landscape and became a staple of broadcast
programming for several years. The author looks at how the revolving films showcased the right mixture of
romantic comedy, action, horror, and social relevance to keep viewers interested week after week. McKenna
also chronicles how the ratings success led to imitations from the other networks, resulting in a saturation of
television movies.

Asacultural touchstone for millions who experienced the first run and syndicated versions of these films,
The ABC Movie of the Week is aworthy subject of study. Featuring a complete filmography of all 240
movies with credit information and plot summaries, a chronology, and alist of pilots—both failed and
successful—this volume will be valuable to television historians and scholars, as well as to anyone interested
in one of the great triumphs of network programming.
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From reader reviews:
Kevin Buckley:

The book The ABC Movie of the Week: Big Movies for the Small Screen give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your sparetime. Y ou can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book
The ABC Movie of the Week: Big Movies for the Small Screen to get your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. You are
ableto know everything if you like open and read areserve The ABC Movie of the Week: Big Moviesfor
the Small Screen. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So
, how do you think about this guide?

Sheila Cyr:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The ABC Movie of the
Week: Big Movies for the Small Screen, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still would like to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't haveit, oh come on its called reading friends.

Lauren Clarke:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The ABC Movie of the Week: Big Movies for the Small Screen
why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone.
Theinside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Margaret Phillips:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That The ABC Movie of the Week: Big Moviesfor the
Small Screen can give you alot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The ABC Movie of
the Week: Big Movies for the Small Screen.
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