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Married or Single?, published in 1857, was Catharine Maria Sedgwick’s final novel and a fitting climax to
the career of one of antebellum America’s first and most successful woman writers. Insisting on women’s
right to choose whether to marry, Married or Single? rejects the stigma of spinsterhood and offers readers a
wider range of options for women in society, recognizing their need and ability to determine the course of
their lives.

 

Sedgwick’s touching, witty, and shrewdly observant novel centers on Grace Herbert, a New York City
socialite who must negotiate the marriage market and also learn to develop her own character and take
control of her own destiny. The story merges a wide range of popular American literary forms—including
the seduction novel, the conversion narrative, the novel of education, and social reform fiction—and
provides a window on many of the cultural and political anxieties of the 1850s beyond marriage, including
immigration, slavery, and urban poverty. Sedgwick’s lifelong concern with women’s duties to the nation as
citizens is demonstrated through her depiction of exemplary women of various backgrounds and
circumstances who illustrate the idea that becoming a worthy human being is more important than becoming
a wife, especially in a democratic society.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Oconnell:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Married or Single? (Legacies of
Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) to read.

Scott Bourquin:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get ahead of. The Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American
Women Writers) giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Scott Duran:

Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in
writing Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) however doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can
be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Scott Reisinger:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-
Century American Women Writers) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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