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A number of 'histories of <?xml:namespace prefix = st1 />Israel' have been written over the past few decades
yet the basic methodological questions are not always addressed: how do we write such a history and how
can we know anything about the history of Israel?

<?xml:namespace prefix = o />

In Ancient Israel Lester L. Grabbe sets out to summarize what we know through a survey of sources and how
we know it by a discussion of methodology and by evaluating the evidence. Grabbe's aim is not to offer a
history as such but rather to collect together and analyze the materials necessary for writing such a history.
His approach therefore allows the reader the freedom, and equips them with the essential methodological
tools, to use the valuable and wide-ranging evidence presented in this volume to draw their own conclusions.

The most basic question about the history of ancient Israel, how do we know what we know, leads to the
fundamental questions of the study: What are the sources for the history of Israel and how do we evaluate
them? How do we make them 'speak' to us through the fog of centuries?

Grabbe focuses on original sources, including inscriptions, papyri, and archaeology. He examines the
problems involved in historical methodology and deals with the major issues surrounding the use of the
biblical text when writing a history of this period. Ancient Israel makes an original contribution to the field
but also provides an enlightening overview and critique of current scholarly debate. It can therefore serve as
a 'handbook' or reference-point for those wanting a catalog of original sources, scholarship, and secondary
studies.

Its user-friendly structure and Grabbe's clarity of style make this book eminently accessible not only to
students of biblical studies and ancient history but also to the interested lay reader.  
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From reader reviews:

Mark Ames:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Ancient Israel: What Do We Know and How Do We Know
It? (T&t Clark) as your daily resource information.

Paul Hill:

Precisely why? Because this Ancient Israel: What Do We Know and How Do We Know It? (T&t Clark) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had
been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

David Williams:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Ancient Israel: What Do We Know and How Do We
Know It? (T&t Clark) or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good
a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Ancient Israel: What Do We Know and How Do We Know It? (T&t Clark) to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Emil Townsend:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this modern
era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Ancient Israel: What Do We Know and How Do We Know It? (T&t Clark) when you needed it?
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