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The Hysteric's Revenge considers fin-de-siecle French women writers in the context of prevailing cultural
anxieties about female intellect. During the years that overlap between the fin-de-siecle and the Belle
Epoque, women began to write in record numbers, due to a number of factors including educational reforms
and demographic shifts. This trend terrified many male literary critics, who described it as the "crisis of
women's writing" in a series of efforts to circumscribe the perceived problem. Such critics frequently linked
women's writing to sexual depravity. According to popular medical theories, the fragile confluence of the
female mind and body might steer the woman writer towards illicit sexual behavior when she exercised her
intellect.

This book argues, however, that the fear of sexual abandon--though real--veiled an even more insidious fear:
that women might be capable of intellectual equality with men and thus pose a threat to the most basic
structures of French patriarchal society. In demonstrating the pervasiveness of this anxiety through analysis
of nineteenth-century medical texts, literary criticism, and fiction, The Hysteric's Revenge brings into relief a
critical relationship between the female mind and body that is essential to understanding the discursive
position of the turn-of-the-century woman writer.

The novels presented here confront this mind/body problem through a wide variety of styles and genres that
challenge conventional fin-de-siecle notions of femininity. From the compelling autobiography of Liane de
Pougy--one of Paris's most renowned courtesans--to Colette's frank discussions of female pleasure in one of
her early novels, to the violent creativity of Rachilde's androgynous heroine, Mesch demonstrates how both
canonical and non-canonical writers promoted women's intellectual authority through the development of a
sexual counter-discourse. In engaging the relationship between women's minds and bodies, these novels
challenge the conclusions of a century of doctors who sought to prove a physiological basis for female
intellectual inferiority. At the same time, they point the way towards later French feminists who sought to
subvert patriarchal structures through literary explorations of sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Haynie:

The book The Hysteric's Revenge: French Women Writers at the Fin de Siecle make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Hysteric's
Revenge: French Women Writers at the Fin de Siecle to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like start and read a book The Hysteric's Revenge: French Women Writers at the Fin
de Siecle. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So ,
how do you think about this publication?

Malcolm Khan:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very
own reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But
also they write about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth
always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their
book. One of them is this The Hysteric's Revenge: French Women Writers at the Fin de Siecle.

Eric McDonald:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Hysteric's Revenge: French Women
Writers at the Fin de Siecle can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?

Mary Jones:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update
of news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the The Hysteric's Revenge: French Women Writers at the Fin de Siecle
when you essential it?
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