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Connecting Europe, Asia, and Africa, the Mediterranean Sea has been for millennia the place where
religions, economies, and political systems met, clashed, influenced and absorbed one another. In this
brilliant and expansive book, David Abulafia offers a fresh perspective by focusing on the sea itself: its
practical importance for transport and sustenance; its dynamic role in the rise and fall of empires; and the
remarkable cast of characters-sailors, merchants, migrants, pirates, pilgrims-who have crossed and re-crossed
it.

Ranging from prehistory to the 21st century, The Great Sea is above all a history of human interaction.
Interweaving major political and naval developments with the ebb and flow of trade, Abulafia explores how
commercial competition in the Mediterranean created both rivalries and partnerships, with merchants acting
as intermediaries between cultures, trading goods that were as exotic on one side of the sea as they were
commonplace on the other. He stresses the remarkable ability of Mediterranean cultures to uphold the
civilizing ideal of convivencia, "living together."

Now available in paperback, The Great Sea is the definitive account of perhaps the most vibrant theater of
human interaction in history.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Great Sea: A
Human History of the Mediterranean suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer
in this era. The actual book untitled The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterraneanis the main of
several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that
you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Kenneth Wallace:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a book. The book The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high
quality.

Roy Stoudt:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Great Sea: A
Human History of the Mediterranean which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.

Victor Hubbard:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This The Great Sea: A Human History of the
Mediterranean can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Great Sea: A Human
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