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When the Great War ended in 1918, the West was broken. Religious faith, patriotism, and the belief in
human progress had all been called into question by the mass carnage experienced by both sides. Shell
shocked and traumatized, the West faced a world it no longer recognized: the old order had collapsed,
replaced by an age of machines. The world hurtled forward on gears and crankshafts, and terrifying new
ideologies arose from the wreckage of past belief.

In Fracture, critically acclaimed historian Philipp Blom argues that in the aftermath of World War I, citizens
of the West directed their energies inwards, launching into hedonistic, aesthetic, and intellectual adventures
of self-discovery. It was a period of both bitter disillusionment and visionary progress. From Surrealism to
Oswald Spengler’s The Decline of the West; from Fritz Lang’s Metropolis to theoretical physics, and from
Art Deco to Jazz and the Charleston dance, artists, scientists, and philosophers grappled with the question of
how to live and what to believe in a broken age. Morbid symptoms emerged simultaneously from the decay
of World War I: progress and innovation were everywhere met with increasing racism and xenophobia.
America closed its borders to European refugees and turned away from the desperate poverty caused by the
Great Depression. On both sides of the Atlantic, disenchanted voters flocked to Communism and fascism,
forming political parties based on violence and revenge that presaged the horror of a new World War.

Vividly recreating this era of unparalleled ambition, artistry, and innovation, Blom captures the seismic shifts
that defined the interwar period and continue to shape our world today.
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From reader reviews:

May Chapa:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Fracture: Life and Culture in the West, 1918-1938 book is readable by
simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer involving Fracture: Life and Culture in the West, 1918-1938 content conveys the thought easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Fracture: Life and Culture in the West, 1918-1938 is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Kimberly Wheatley:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the book untitled Fracture: Life and Culture in the West, 1918-1938 can be great book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

John McGinnis:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
as compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be go through. Fracture: Life and Culture in the West, 1918-1938 can be your answer because it
can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Sheila Collins:

The book untitled Fracture: Life and Culture in the West, 1918-1938 contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you
in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.
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