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2015 James Beard Award Nominee: Writing and Literature category

Stanford University linguist and MacArthur Fellow Dan Jurafsky dives into the hidden history of
food.

Why do we eat toast for breakfast, and then toast to good health at dinner? What does the turkey we eat on
Thanksgiving have to do with the country on the eastern Mediterranean? Can you figure out how much your
dinner will cost by counting the words on the menu?

In The Language of Food, Stanford University professor and MacArthur Fellow Dan Jurafsky peels away the
mysteries from the foods we think we know. Thirteen chapters evoke the joy and discovery of reading a
menu dotted with the sharp-eyed annotations of a linguist.

Jurafsky points out the subtle meanings hidden in filler words like "rich" and "crispy," zeroes in on the
metaphors and storytelling tropes we rely on in restaurant reviews, and charts a microuniverse of marketing
language on the back of a bag of potato chips.

The fascinating journey through The Language of Food uncovers a global atlas of culinary influences. With
Jurafsky's insight, words like ketchup, macaron, and even salad become living fossils that contain the
patterns of early global exploration that predate our modern fusion-filled world.

From ancient recipes preserved in Sumerian song lyrics to colonial shipping routes that first connected East
and West, Jurafsky paints a vibrant portrait of how our foods developed. A surprising history of culinary
exchange?a sharing of ideas and culture as much as ingredients and flavors?lies just beneath the surface of
our daily snacks, soups, and suppers.

Engaging and informed, Jurafsky's unique study illuminates an extraordinary network of language, history,
and food. The menu is yours to enjoy.

30 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Christina Bain:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The Language of
Food: A Linguist Reads the Menu? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have different opinion?

Bobbie Burke:

This The Language of Food: A Linguist Reads the Menu is great reserve for you because the content which
can be full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Language of
Food: A Linguist Reads the Menu in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this publication
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Jeanie Hynes:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is The Language of Food: A Linguist Reads the Menu this book consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Stacie Logan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that can
you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims The Language of Food: A Linguist Reads the
Menu.
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