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One hundred and fifty years after the first shots were fired on Fort Sumter, the Civil War still captures the
American imagination, and its reverberations can still be felt throughout America's social and political
landscape.
Louis P. Masur's The Civil War: A Concise History offers a masterful and eminently readable overview of
the war's multiple causes and catastrophic effects. Masur begins by examining the complex origins of the
war, focusing on the pulsating tensions over states rights and slavery. The book then proceeds to cover, year
by year, the major political, social, and military events, highlighting two important themes: how the war
shifted from a limited conflict to restore the Union to an all-out war that would fundamentally transform
Southern society, and the process by which the war ultimately became a battle to abolish slavery. Masur
explains how the war turned what had been a loose collection of fiercely independent states into a nation,
remaking its political, cultural, and social institutions. But he also focuses on the soldiers themselves, both
Union and Confederate, whose stories constitute nothing less than America's Iliad. In the final chapter Masur
considers the aftermath of the South's surrender at Appomattox and the clash over the policies of
reconstruction that continued to divide President and Congress, conservatives and radicals, Southerners and
Northerners for years to come.
In 1873, Mark Twain and Charles Dudley wrote that the war had "wrought so profoundly upon the entire
national character that the influence cannot be measured short of two or three generations." From the vantage
of the war's sesquicentennial, this concise history of the entire Civil War era offers an invaluable
introduction to the dramatic events whose effects are still felt today.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Wright:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take The Civil War: A Concise History as the daily resource information.

Billie Luster:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this The Civil
War: A Concise History.

Bruce Alexander:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Civil War: A Concise History
reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only
for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt The Civil War: A Concise History as good book not
simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its
include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Irving Tarkington:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Civil War: A Concise History to make
your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the book The Civil
War: A Concise History can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of this time.
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