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Mao Zedong was a defining figure of the twentieth century. Military strategist, statesman, fiendishly clever
politician, philosopher and poet, no man has so profoundly influenced the fate of China's people since the
First Emperor of Qin unified the country and built the Great Wall 2,000 years ago. The revolution engineered
by Mao dragged almost a quarter of the world's people out of medieval splendour and squalor into the
modern age. In this meticulously researched account, Philip Short draws on extensive interviews and on a
wealth of previously secret documentary material to present for the first time a complete portrait of this
bewilderingly complex and versatile leader. He traces Mao's development from idealistic student to visionary
despot whose epic struggle to build a revolutionary realm of Red Virtue took the lives of more of his subjects
than did any other leader in human history. Short illuminates crucial episodes in Mao's life and career which
until now have been deliberately obscured.He reveals Mao's decisive role in the outbreak of the Korean war,
and shows convincingly that the great political movements that followed were the logical, inevitable
consequence of the deeply held ideas of a lifetime. Was Mao's life a tragic failure, imprisoned by his
revolution? Or an unparalleled achievement of the human spirit, paving the way to a new Chinese golden
age?
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From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Mao: A Life. Try to make the book Mao: A Life as your good friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with
this book.

Bonnie Mentzer:

With other case, little folks like to read book Mao: A Life. You can choose the best book if you want reading
a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Mao: A Life. You can add information and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Julia Flowers:

This Mao: A Life book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Mao: A Life
without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be
worry Mao: A Life can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Mao: A Life having great
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Ann Conley:

The publication with title Mao: A Life contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. That book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.
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